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Revelation 3:8

Dear Good People of Briarcliff Church,

During our Annual Meeting last June, | urged this congregation to

consider what sort of benchmarks we increasingly might use to assess our
vital ity as a parish church. This, because for some decades, congregations
like ours have looked at numbers + membership roles, pledge units,

budget lines ¢ as indicators of institutional well -being. Given the widely
documented decline of the mainline church of which we are a part,
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parish health. Hence the question: How, in a context of diminishing
numbers, could we better assess success, identify goals and weigh fidelity
to our calling?

As difficult as it is for most of us to grasp, changing demographics and
shifting cultural patterns reveal an unsettling truth: Christians like us are
now in the minority. This is neither a good nor a bad thing. It simply is
true and ours to both accept and adapt to. Our adaptation is what most
interests me. With this in mind, | want to suggest we take a page or two
from other minority cultures in order to know how best to think about our
life together. We, for example might profitably look at cha racteristics
which contribute to the vitality of subcultures, enabling them to flour ish in
a dominant society and then explore how those characteristics could guide
us as we adjust to our emergent minority status.

continued
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While sociologists are better equipped of the twenty -firstceOUUUa 6 w( Uz UwEOU

toidentify such characteristics than am |, it celebratethe exhilarating and exasperating mix
does seem obvious even to the untrained eye of cultural and religious details which confront
that certain commitments help minority us.

cultures cohere. Hucation in its own values,

mores and traditions and robust fellowship a bit more than usual in the year ahead on

among its own members are two that quickly educatjon and fellowshlp learning and

cometomind. OEOwPUz UwUT 1T UIT T OUI wU
.. Tejoicin |n our unﬁue ~a iheit challené;ed
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our one-hundred and fourteenth year of being use our energy for these sorts of barometers to

BCC. _ . _ test both our parish strength and fidelity to our
Education: What is it that we Progressive L .
calling in Christ.

Protestant Christians believe? that we most

cherish? that identifies us as unique among Looking forward to an exciting and wonderful
others in our complex and challenging world? year ahead,

What traditions mark and d istinguish us as

believers in what is a predominantly secular

society? How is our world view different from Bonnie Rosborough, Pastor

that of our neighbors and how does that

inspire us to behave in certain ways?

Fellowship: Who are those people near us in N N N N N N N
the pew? What weighs on their hearts or

stimulates their minds? What ethical issue is

confronting them in their jobs? What makes

So, as we begin year #114, may we concentrate
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their souls sing and their toes tap? How does On Gathering Sunday, September 19", we
being a part of this congregation make their life will welcome a special guest to help lead us as
more satisfying, meaningful, coherent? And we celebrate worship: Rebecca L. King

how, when b | z djlartiof the whole, is each Rebecca L. King ¢ Storyteller , Educator &

one of us stronger in and more true to our Vocalist , was born and raised in Harlem.
individual identity? In other words, h ow can After earning a degree in Human Services from
we know and love one another more fully? the City University of New York, she pursued
As | ponder these questions and others like a career in program development, training and
Ui 1 O0w( wUi EOPAaITl wlOT 1 wb U U U empleyment sami¢epvehichifgcyséslgn at-risk
grappling is our core identity. When in the populations. After retiring, Ms. King
OENOUDPUAOWPOUUDUUUDOOUWE BHrgcsell esederayite deve®pind Ger S E 1 E w
to consider identity in quite the same way for the spoken word . Affectionately known as
minority standing necessitates. But, the days MzRebekah ~ The Storyteller, Ms. King is

of relatively unexamined American Protestant noted for her telling of Biblical stories,

identity and hegemony are over. So r® b wd U z U dpolktales and Biographies in which she often
time for a serious and sustained investigation incorporates songs from her repertoire of

of the whats and whos and hows and whys of sacred and popular music. She has shared her
being ust a UCC affiliated Congregational gifts at churches, schools, holiday festivals,

x EUDUT wOi w" 1T UPUU0z UwET U U E Fivis@oanigatiohy addrenprisitizerefacilities.
Westchester, New York, USA in the early years Ms. King is the resident narrator at her church,

The Canaan Baptist Church of Christ in



Harlem, NY, as well as the storyteller in the

) UOT w$ 8 usdIpdraEnddmbleMs. King is
a member of the National Association of Black
Storytellers, The African Folk Heritage Circle
and the Network of Biblical Storytellers. She is
also recognized asA Pearl of Wisdonin Elders
Share the Artaand dances with the newly

you on Gathering Sunday and having you help
us kick off another great year at BCC.

Christian Education Committee
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church office to volunteer or go to our website
(www.briarcliffchurch.org ) and look on the

formed Wings of WisdomE O wi OE | U Uz wE O®mepdde &aglace to volunteer.

of Dance the Wordt Canaan Baptist Church of
Christ.

Ms. King will be accompanied by two other
members of her liturgical dance troupe when
she joins us on the 19

FROM YOUR CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Gathering Sunday, September 19 2010

Mark your calendars now and then invite a

CHURCH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSESSCHEDULED

As part of a coordinated outreach effort, our
Christian Education Committee is hosting two
open houses in the Parish Hall: Sunday, 12
September, following worship; and Saturday,
18 September, 1811AM. Protestant families
new to the area as well as those Briarcliff,
Ossining, Croton and Pleasantville households
that marketers indicate have small children in
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Sunday. There will be special doings starting
with the 10 am Sunday service. PastorBonnie
has invited a storyteller from the Network of
Biblical Story Tellers to our worship service.

61 z OO0 wE Qudizal taBcérs as Qart of a
worship service designed to engage all
generations. After service we will gather on the
lawn outside BeebeHall for our traditional

to our Church School in the weeks prior to the
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attractiv e facilities, engaging personnel and
commitment to young people compelling

1 O0UT T wOl EQwUi T azo0wul OU

Sunday and become a part of our community
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have a table setup for registration for Sunday
School which starts the following week.

Dust off your favorite cookbooks and get re ady
to prepare your entries for our annual Dessert
Contest which is always a fun part of
Gathering Sunday. We accept all types of
desserts, be they pies, cakes, tarts or anything
else you think might win a Blue ribbon. We
expect our esteemedpanel of judges to be
challenged once again with a wide variety of
delicious desserts. We look forward to seeing

and support.

CrROPWALK S IuY

The Greater Ossining Crop Walk is scheduled
for October 17", so save the date and plan
either to walk or to support others as they walk
to both raise awareness about and addresghe
issues of hunger. Communities Responding to
Overcome Poverty (CROP)is an initiative of
Church World Service, a Christian relief
agency which distributes walk proceeds to
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those combating hunger in America and
abroad. A portion of the proceeds is used
locally, last year by the Westchester Food Bank
and Ossining Pantry. The Ossining walk, now

Revisions to the Constitution and By -Laws
were adopted at our Annual Meeting in June.
New booklets are being prepared and will be
available to anyone who wants to have.one.
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Ossining Ministerial Association.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!

BCC is looking forward to cooperating with St.
317 1 Ul UE p Catnali®ChErch as together
we bring the best selling poet and essayist
Kathleen Norris to Briarcliff on the evening of
Monday, October 18" . At that time, Ms.
Norris will offer a timely lecture for any who

we follow certain procedures in our church
life.

200wkl OEOOI WEEEOnRww( z Owo
great year.

Joan Austin

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS REPORT
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Runs Dry: Naming and Conquering Spiritual
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to The Christian Centuryand author of several
booksd w X bdstzknown for her writings about
Christian spirituality. Her lecture, co -
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Beebe Hall.

M. #3$1 3. REPORT

for us to see the grassbrown, the flower beds
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Center kids and their faithful teachers and

ﬁ’eﬁ)éré]t@ td Btay cool. Their director Angela

worked in lots of swimming and water

spraying and also worked around our kitchen

work - in- progress. They have ended their
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art work, filling Beebe Hall to the brim!! | was
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believe (or accept) that summer is drawing to a
close but indeed it is. | hope that everyone has
had a relaxing summer and is now prepared to
enjoy normal church activities.

Our September Church Council meeting will

be on Monday, September 27 at 8:00 PM in the
Eastman Room. | will send out reminders to
Council members but of course anyone is

space. Our custodians have had to work at
night to keep our building clean and

everything o perating - really a huge job to keep
up with 50 children, 11 hours per day, 5 days a
week. | am amazed at how well Yasna knows
the building and any changes are noted. Soon
we will be detailing the space, waxing the
floors, washing the windows, preparing for the
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chairs of the various boards and committees
come together to share ideas and make plans.
Here you can witness the thought processes
behind decisions, not just the final result.

outside, trimming, weeding and mulching. We
have inside work as well, in the kitchens; how
much fun, to be working in the NEW Par ish



House kitchen. Bring clippers and gloves if
you have them and join the fellowship!

It seems that Buildings and Grounds always
has a long To-Do list. This summer we took
some things off. We have changed the
lightbulbs in the sanctuary under the
leadership of David Gasparik, watered the
troughs (Thanks to LOWEN BUSH for her
help), took down 2 dead trees at the corner of
our property, on EIm Road (Thanks to BARRY
BOSAK, GAE SAVINO and her PARENTS for
their help, along with committee members
KEITH AUSTI N, DAVID GASPARIK, and
DAVID DYKSTRA), had all the Kousa
Dogwoods around the church trimmed,
weeded flower beds and the columbarium, and
worked with the Kitchen Committee during

the construction. KEITH AUSTIN headed up a
project to look at the water proble ms in the
basements of both the church and Manse. He
planted a bed of pachysandra at that same
corner of our property on ElIm Road and

lugged! OOOPI z Uwl OUI wadiexediio I 1 ul

faithfully. Be so nice if it would help keep so
much water from flowing down our hill!
DAVID PECOR helped us with repair work
and painting at the Manse and take a look at
the big renovation work he accomplished in
the church entry and wheel-chair entrance.

See you all Saturday morning, September 18;
help us take more things off our To-Do list!
Carol Mickel
and the Buildings and Grounds Committee

N EW ORLEANS MISSION TRIP

Our next mission trip to New Orleans is
scheduled for February 20" to 26", 2011. All
youth and adults interested in participating in
the mission trip pl ease contact Peter Clements
at peterc@prcny.comor call (914) 9440119.

LAWN PARTY - SATURDAY
MORNING, SEPT 18, 9 AM{ NOON
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The Building and Grounds committee is
hosting a church beautification party on the
lawn on Saturday, September 18from 9 am
until noon. There will be coffee and goodies
and lots of fellowship as we prune, clean and
mulch; there will be inside work as well. We
believe that a well-cared for, beautiful church

gives us all pleasure and is welcoming to
visitors, too. Come one hour or three hours,

whatever fits in. If you forget gloves or
clippers, b1 7z O O w xRle@s¢ Pik UsH
we look forward to
seeing YOU and NEED your help!

YouTH GROUP UPDATE

In response to an expressed desire on the part
of the youth to be of service in our local
community, the BCC Youth Group has
established a relationship with a local
organization named Community Helping
Hands. This non-profit volunteer organization
has the goal of assisting senior citizens who
want to live in their own homes as they age
rather than moving to an institutional facility.
The BCC Youth Group has offered to
volunteer, assisting with minor home
maintenance and repair projects for seniors in
need of such assistance. Community Helping
Hands has agreed to identify potential projects
and help coordinate the work.

We have invited representatives of
Community Helping Hands to come and speak
to interested members of the BCC congregation



mailto:peterc@prcny.com

during coffee hour on Sunday, 10/24/10.
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.
Anyone interested in contacting CHH directly,
please see the notice below:

Community Helping Hands is a new
organization founded by Ossining and
Briarcliff residents who envision a community
where people who choose to stay in their own
homes as they age can do so knowingthey
have a support network surrounding them.
CHH recognizes people's right to choose to
spend their golden years in their own homes
and the importance of having the right
information and resources available to make
aging in place as safe and comfortable &
possible. We are currently surveying seniors to
identify their needs in order to help meet those
needs. For more information about becoming
a Community Helping Hands volunteer, or to
participate in a short survey regarding what
services (for example, ransportation, home
repair, social events, etc) would be helpful,
please send an email to
communityhelpinghandsossining@gmail.com .
Or call CHH at 914-346-7773. New volunteers
are welcome.

YoOUTH GROUP OVERNIGHT,
17 September

The BCC Youth Group, young people in
grades eight through twelve, will be enjoying
an overnight on Friday, 17 September, at the
Holmes Presbyterian Camp and Conference
Center. We will leave the church Friday after
school and return Saturday afternoon. Any
and all young people who are interested in
participating, whether planning to go to New
Orleans this year or not, should contact Peter
Clements right away to register.

W. | $- S2@ETY NEWS

Hi! Welcome back! We do hope your summer
was great. Please plan on joining us for the
three meetings that begin this new year.

On Thursday morning, September 9, 9:30 a.m.
in the Eastman Room, we'll present the
calendar of events for the coming year.
Afterwards we'll continue our Getting -To-
Know -You series with shared memories of a
favorite or important tale/anecdote from your
own childhood or youth . Our Annual Fall Tea
is scheduled for Sunday, October 3" from 3to 5
pm in the Eastman Room. We're sure we will
all enjoy the afternoon; the Fall Tea is always
so popular! Peter Clements will share with us
the important work he is doing with Low
Income Housing in our area. And then mark
your calendar for our next regular business
meeting on Thursday, October 14", 9:30 a.m.,
in the Eastman Room. We'll discuss our plans
for projects and Benevolence, and November's
craft workshop.

Our Parish House Kitchen Renovation will
have a dedication coffee hour on Sunday,
September 26" immediately after service.
Something very special to check out and
celebrate. The members of the Kitchen Project
-- Mary Alenstein, Helen Buerger, Carol

Mickel, Donnie Alecci, and Henrietta Porter --
have worked hard with Sunrise Builders to
realize this long anticipated beautification. The

OPDUEI T Owi EUOZz Uwi EEWEWOEN

the building was erected in the 1950's.Do keep
the all-important date of Saturday, April 9 t,
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early to start planning for our great Rummage
Sale. Start your rummage bin of castoffs. Talk
with your friends and neighbors about how
much fun it is to share work and lunch with a
great team in the week preceding the sale.

And yes, workers may also be shoppers during
that week. Brag to them how this is a major
fund -raiser for our Church and we are
successfull! If they ask how successful, tell
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them 2010 was a recordbreaker with over House has a new kitchen! There are 8 gas

$23K netted. Officers and Committee Chairs burners with electronic ignitions (no pilots to
for the year 20102011... accidentally blow out OR heat up the room), a
President Mary Alenstein new under counter freezer, high speed dish
15t Vice President Carol Mickel washer and many other delights. After_church
ond \/ice President Helen Buerger on .Sunda.y, Sept 2@, the. congregation is
Treasurer Barbara Brewster |nv_|_tef1 ‘to lnspgct and"ep Joy‘, WAhe‘n the f e e e
Recording Secretary Valerie Nelson 6001 Oz Uw2 OEDI Ulebn_atlgrﬁ@f@aj I OU
Corresponding Secr. Janet Moulton hour served frgm our lovely new kitchen (see
page 8for details).
Standing Committee Chairs NONE of this would have been possible
Nominating  Penny Wolf, Jill Benzenberg without the support of the cong regation,
Flowers Rosalie Matsuoka, Midge Bosak especially through Thanksgiving and Easter
Publicity Jill Benzenberg, Shannan Myers offerings. In addition, the following generous
Historian Lowen Bush ind ividuals have believed in our efforts
Changes from this year include Rosalie and through the years:
Midge taking over from Shannan and Louisa Dr. Mattie R. Davis and Dr. Janet Adams
Myers, Jill Benzenberg taking over writing the John and Carol Mickel
Open Door and church bulletin notices from "EUOOPOT w2UUOUEOW" EUOOU
Valerie. If the seasonal flowers at the entrances Elizabeth Pavoni
to the sanctuary catch your eye, you have the Beverly and Stuart Aisenbrey
Women's Society to thank. Yes, it's a privilege Mary and Ron Alenstein
and a joy to plan and execute the arrangements Henrietta and Van Porter
both in the outdoor planters and on the Shannan and Tom Myers
communion table. Helen Buerger will be Barbara Lewis
arranging the communion table flowers for Alan and Judith Broffman
September. Speak to Rosalie Matsuoka or Helen and Ted Buerger
Midge Bosak if you would like to be added to Joanand Keith Austin
the list of arrangers. One last thing: for those Joan and Bob Beicke
of you who volunteered to knit/crochet caps Lowen and Stu Bush
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completed your task of giving, please be aware BCC Memorials and Gifts Committee

we do want to have our package of 40 caps h _ i fruit
ready to ship to Gerrit Dykst U E z U wx O E 0 6 6 Op'Egration project came to fruition

Afghanistan by September 30" at the latest. through the generosity _Of several of our
contractors. They took into account that we

were a church operating on a tight budget.
They trimmed their bids, included items gratis
(the cabinets outside the kitchen), and went

WELCOME TO OUR NEW the extra mile to help us out. With heartfelt

KITCHEN ! thanks to: Eric Messer of Sunrise Builders,
2UAEOO] w# OPEwWOl w#aol zUw+

After four plus years, endless meetings, Capozzi, electrician, A.T.N.M. Carting, and

decisions and many false starts, our Parish our very own Donnie Alecci, who donated the



final sanding, priming and painting of the
kitchen.
Thank you, one and all and please help us
celebrate on Sept. 26!
The Kitchen Committee: Donnie Alecci,
Mary Alenstein, Helen Buerger,
Carol Mickel, Henrietta Porter

“%%/%v\ GARDEN BENCH APPEAL

Ever since the church Moving
Forward Retreat in 2008, the

Building and Grounds Commi ttee has had a
picture of families and kids enjoying garden
benches outside the Parish House. Now we
have found a company that manufactures
benches made from premium-grade, kiln-dried
eucalyptus which can stand up to whatever
nature brings: moisture, sun, insects, mold,
and mildew. The wood is environmentally
friendly and responsibly harvested from
managed forests and looks as elegant as teak
but is even sturdier and more eco-friendly.
These benches would look beautiful in front of
the Parish House.

We are looking for sponsors for two benches.
We will have a plaque installed on each one so
they can be given in honor or memory of

someone special. Total cost is $400 per bench.

Please contact the church office to give this

beautiful gift and see a picture of the bench.
We are hoping our picture of families in front
of the Parish House comes true soon!

CELEBRATIONS

FRIENDSHIP WISH

May there always be work

for your hands to do;

May your purse always

hold a coin or two;

May the sun always shi ne

on your window pane;

May a rainbow be certain

to follow each rain;

May the hand of a friend

always be near you;

May God fill your heart

with gladness to cheer you.
Author Unknown
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Happy September Birthday to
Margaret Myers, Septem  ber 11

Celebratory Coffee Hour
September 26, 2010

An Open Invitation to the Congregation:
"OO01T wOl T Uwaduluwdl pwoOD
Society is elebrating our beautiful new space
with coffee and goodies served from the new

kitchen, after church on September 26
Please join us, inspect and enjoy!
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