Dear Good People of the Briarcliff Church,
Even though it's Lent and I know I should repent of such things, I confess:  Our church makes me so proud my buttons are bustin'! A couple of immediate reasons:
First: Project Relief, the Mission Trip to New Orleans, has been a tremendous success, from start to finish: It's intergenerational, it's outreach, it's service to others, it's the very best sort of youth ministry, it's ecumenical, it's huge! Mark your calendars now and plan to be at church on Sunday, 14 March for a debriefing of this year's adventure. And mark them, too, for the trip next year: February 20th - 26th!
Next: Our Trustees (acting as a Budget Committee), Stewardship Committee and congregation have all responded, with exceptional creativity and generosity, to a significant drop in anticipated 2010 pledge income. In fact, given the response, the Trustees are now able to propose a balanced 2010 budget for congregation's consideration on Sunday, March 21st, following worship.  Given the fact that this year's Stewardship season coincided with a successful drive for support of the kitchen renovation and the amazing efforts exerted to fund the New Orleans mission trip (not to mention the dismal economy), no one can argue: We've been multiply blessed!  God provides, and you've been God's agents! Now, the continuing challenge is for us to think outside-the-pledge-box as we anticipate supporting our church's ministry in the years ahead.
In truth, we are greatly blessed, but never as much as by our faith, which is given to us in Jesus Christ.  This month our faith has brought us to Lent, a time when we especially contemplate the sort of Messiah Jesus is. In Christmas and Epiphany we're learned that he is Lord. Lent explores how the salvation he brings is accomplished.  Probing this question means Lent is a time of particular intensity and discipline in the church — one that yields particular satisfactions of its own.
This is a rich, wonderful and rewarding time at BCC, as the above (and so much more!) attests. If you are actively a part of it, I know you agree. If you're not so active, resolve to become so — it will do you good! And if any of us knows someone whose life might be enriched by being a part of this great (and humble!) enterprise, then it is our obligation to invite that person in. Their world, our world, God's world will be the better for it, I'm sure!
In faith and thanksgiving,

Rev. Dr. Bonnie Rosborough
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

The Stewardship Committee has been working to raise funds for the 2010 budget year.  As of mid-February, we are woefully short of the pledge goal.  The Trustees are still in the process of determining the final budget, but the current short-fall is a minimum of $12,000.  Over the past two years, we have lost 27 pledges, as illustrated below.  In 2008, there were 126 pledges totaling $259,912, and for 2010 we have 99 for a total of $181,941.  The average pledge has also decreased from $2,063 to $1,868.


2010 vs. 2009     
2009 vs. 2008

No.    Dollars
No.    Dollars
Current Yr

      Pledges

99
184,941
115    221,350

New Pledges

6

2,948

10

7,375

Other Increases
32

8,295

29

6,259

Not pledged

22

(33,725)
21

(29,740)

Other decreases
12

(13,731)
18

(22,456)

To help alleviate the 2010 budget crisis, several church members have stepped forward and created a matching pledge for a total of $6,000.  Any new pledges or increases in existing pledges after February 13, 2010 will be matched up to a total of $6,000.  We are asking everyone in the church family  to consider increasing their pledge amount, as small incremental changes can add up to big results.  Please contact the church office to increase your 2010 pledge.
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS REPORT

Buildings and Grounds’ Report for January and February is snow and more snow!  All I can think of is how grateful we are for volunteers to operate our snow blower, and hardy shovelers for our 1700 feet of sidewalk.  The village mandates we have the walks clean, and it is always a struggle even when we paid to have them done - to do them soon after the snow stops and before they are all trampled down hard.  This year we have had Keith Austin, David Gasparik and John Mickel on the snow-blower, multiple times, and it is quite a wrestling match when the village slops heavy snow up on the walks, especially along the LONG expanse of Elm Road.  Our expert shovelers are Barry Bosak (he is becoming a specialist in hand shoveling Elm Road), and the Nichols family.  On the school vacation week we also recruited Paul Mickel and grandson, Thomas.  What an adventure we all had and the heavy, white snow just would not stop!  We met Susan Christenson laboring over her driveway, and she wished for the beautiful snow to continue until April - I must confess that though I, too, enjoyed the beauty of our winter wonderland, it would be hard to face the church sidewalks for that long!!

[image: image2.wmf]We have had other wonderful volunteers and donations this month.  We asked nurse Joan Beicke to look at our first aid kits in the church Vicario Flower Room and in the Parish House kitchen, and she has replenished and updated them. The Austins have donated a sturdy bookcase for our Sunday School Library, and Helen Buerger has donated a new lightweight table for the Parish House.  We very much need new tables and I hope a few more among us will be so generous. And take a look at the Parish House entry!  Karen Sharman volunteered to help us up-date this space with several coats of primer and pearl white final coat, along with sanding and washing prep-work but what a beautiful job!  I was in awe of Karen’s work ethic and her knowledge and expertise in the art of painting.  What talent and generosity we are blessed with at Briarcliff Congregational Church!

Save the morning of April 17 for spring cleanup/beautification!                      Carol Mickel

THE CONFIRMATION GROUP

BEGINS ITS WORK
Seven of our eighth and ninth graders have begun preparing for Confirmation by meeting with Pastor Rosborough most Sundays between now and 6 June. They are Andrew Nichols, Amelia Clements, Jason Hickey, Peter Yergeau, Maggie Cavanaugh, Katie Rink and Emily Prentiss.  Our text for the class is Affirming Faith, published in 2008 by the United Church Press.  It is sparking all sorts of exciting conversations about what our faith is (and what it isn’t!), what difference it makes and whether affiliation with the church is a meaningful expression of it.  Most recently, some adults of the congregation (Rosie Matsuoka, Jerry Pickney, Brian Braden and Mattie Davis) have been invited to join us and share their thoughts about these matters. 

UCC RESPONDS TO THE CRISIS IN HAITI
On January 12th an earthquake devastated Haiti and since then relief efforts have struggled to assist those affected. Our United Church of Christ, working in collaboration with ACT (Action by Churches Together), an agency already on the ground in Haiti, has contributed more than 1.3 million dollars and provided direct relief to more than 150,000 people (fresh water, sanitation relief, shelter, food, medical assistance).  While most BCC contributions ($616), gathered by our Benevolence Committee for Haiti relief, were earmarked for Doctors Without Borders, some of us opted to work through the UCC ($100), and it’s good now to learn of its work.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING TO BE RECEIVED, MARCH 14TH
The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), administered by the UCC Office of Wider Church Ministries, is the international refugee, relief and development fund of the church.  It currently provides relief for people in more that eighty countries.  Most recently (2008) 62% of the fund was spent in projects dedicated to Education, Health and Agriculture; 16% for emergency relief in places suffering from natural disaster; 9% in direct aid to refugees; and 13% in the administration, promotion and oversight of the fund.  This year’s theme, Do you love me? Feed my Sheep, recalls Jesus’ instruction to Peter and reminds us that to serve Jesus is to serve “the least of these, my brethren.”

MARCH AT THE COMMUNITY MARKET
Beebe Hall, Saturday Mornings

In addition to good food, interesting people, and great vibe:

March 6th -10:30 – 12:30 Live Music at the Market
Fred Gillen, Jr., voted for three consecutive years
Westchester Weekly’s “Best Folk Artist,” will play.
March 13th - 10:30 – 12:30 Cooking Demonstration
Chef Emily Peterson gleans the best of the market

and prepares a farm fresh dish, worth The Green Table in Chelsea.
March 20th -10:30-12:30 Canning for Dummies
Pat Bronson “puts up” local farmers’ bounty

March 27th -10:30-12:30 Cooking Contest 
Shoppers bring their favorite dish made from the vegetable of the month (Beets!) for judging and sharing!

DON’T’ FORGET OUR WED NIGHT SERIES,
“Be not Anxious” continues through Lent

The Eastman Room, 7:30 – 8:30 PM,
Bodily Disciplines for Spiritual Well-Being
3/3:  Alternative Spiritual Practice:  


Bruce Wilson, a psychotherapist, will present.

            Rosie Matsuoka will teach basic yoga poses.

3/10:  Tai Chi


Penny Wolf, a student of the “soft” martial art, 


will present and lead us in its practice.

3/17:  Yoga


Rosie Matsuoka will present theory as well as


lead us in yoga posses (which can be done from

a chair as well as on the floor).

3/24:  Praying in Color


Bonnie Rosborough will introduce


a playful, meditative form of left brain prayer.

Please let the church office know if you’re to be expected. Bring a towel or yoga mat and, if you like, a pillow. 

AGED TO PERFECTION!
The Caring Committee acts as an organizational body for our church family to increase awareness and coordinate involvement in the process of reaching out to others.  One article that appears monthly in the Open Door is acknowledging birthdays for those church members who are 80 years old or older.  Obviously, this group changes every year. The Caring Committee wants to know if you or someone you know is approaching or has already reached this age.  Everyone loves to get birthday cards.  One of our favorite activities is to send these people cards from the BCC family and to announce the birthdays in the Open Door so that other members can congratulate them.  Please let a committee member know so that you or yours can be recognized.

The Caring Committee

Joan Beicke, Barbara Brewster,

Helen Buerger, Lowen Bush, Janet Moulton,

Karen Neel, Drea Pecor, Kim Ruffing


WOMEN’S SOCIETY NEWS SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
On February 11th, ten ladies of our church enjoyed a shared sandwich luncheon and book discussion.  Just a simple relaxed affair but enjoyed by all.  If you would like to hear our recommendations on good books, please engage us in conversation at coffee hour or ask Janet Moulton to send the list.

Our annual Rummage Sale is just around the corner; Saturday April 24th.  Our upcoming business meetings (Thursday, March 11th at 9:30 a.m. and Thursday, April 8th at 9:30 a.m. in the Eastman Room) will finalize details of this all important fund raiser.  We’ll also talk about spring events.  

Here are the pertinent dates of the Rummage Sale with notes...


Team Rummage,

the Reality Series

Season VI 

Sunday, April 18th :  11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. MOVING

SUNDAY

Donations accepted
*No donations before this date, please! 

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., April 19th – 23rd : 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


         SORTING
Tuesday, April 20th: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.  SORTING

& PIZZA NIGHT 

Thursday, April 22nd:  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
SPECIAL WORKERS' LUNCHEON 
*Last Day for Rummage donations, please! 

Bring in by 3:00 p.m.

Friday, April 23rd: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Bring bake sale items. Finish Rummage Sale preparations.

Saturday, April 24th: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
RUMMAGE SALE DAY & BAKE SALE 

Things to remember: 

Thursday is the last day you may bring rummage to our sale. We need brown grocery bags, plastic bags, shopping bags, and newspapers for wrapping rummage.  Please save these now, and bring to Beebe Hall during the work week. We are unable to accept computers, printers, monitors, or other outmoded electronics, so please do not plan on bringing these to the rummage sale. Baked Goods may be dropped off all day Friday in the kitchen in Beebe Hall or Saturday A.M. in the bake sale room downstairs.

Goodwill has been very helpful in the past about taking away our left over rummage, but their availability has always been a nail biter until the last minute. So   PLEASE do not bring anything to our sale that you would not consider buying yourself.  Our sale will be better in every way if you will examine items you are considering for donation and bring us only those which are in good condition and saleable.  Do remember to mention to your friends and co-workers that we’ll accept their donations too with thanks.

Joan Austin has penned the following passage: 

We very much appreciate the vast assortment of books which people donate to the Rummage Sale. However, every year people bring in items to the book room which do not sell. You sort them, pack them up, and bring them down to church. We move them around, unpack them, sort them again, display them, repack them and then haul them out to the curb for the garbage. It would be far easier for all if we could eliminate the middle steps in this process. In other words, you take such items directly to your curb for pick up. 

The following items do not sell: 
~  Old textbooks 
~  Out of date encyclopedias or manuals 

~  Reader's Digest condensed books 

~  Magazines, including National Geographic 

~  Books with writing or underlining in them 

~  Books in poor condition - torn, mildewed, etc. 

It's always hard to discard a book. But it is easier for you to do it than it is for us. So, please, brace yourself. Sneak out in the middle of the night if you must and put the items listed above on your neighbor's curb. Don't bring them to the Rummage Sale! 
FROM THE MODERATOR
The Church Council met on January 25th . Much of the conversation centered on the gap between the budget number presented by the Trustees last fall and the amount of money raised by the stewardship campaign.  Many ideas were presented and discussed.  (They are all listed in the minutes of the meeting; if you wish to see them let me know and I will send them to you.)  The topic was then passed back to the Trustees and the Stewardship Committee for resolution.  Look elsewhere in this newsletter for their plans.  

An ad hoc committee to update the Church’s By-Laws was appointed; the existing By-Laws require this every five years.  Members are Joan Austin (Moderator), Bonnie Rosborough (Pastor), Bob von Ancken (Trustees), Mel Corbett (Deacons), Seth Lewis (CE), Ted Buerger and Jim Neel (at large.) We had our first meeting on February 14th  and expect to have any recommended changes ready to be voted on at the Annual Meeting in June.  If you have any suggestions as to changes, please speak with any member of the committee.  If you would like to participate in the committee meetings, let me know and I will keep you in the loop.  It’s an entirely open process.

Our Church Administrator, Drea Pecor, informed me last week that I now have a box in the church office.  It’s clearly marked “Moderator.”  I will check it periodically, if you have any thing you want me to see just pop it in.  Feel free to speak with me, call me (762 – 1556) or E-mail (KAustin55@aol.com) any time, on any topic. One of my goals as Moderator is to improve communication within the church family and you can help by communicating with me!

Joan Austin, Moderator


NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
While it’s definitely winter in New York, the Nominations Committee is already looking forward to our Annual Meeting on June 14 when we will present the slate of nominees for church boards and committees.  

We’re at the early stages of this work but now is the time for you to let us know how you would like to serve our church in the coming years.  Some of you will be continuing on the boards/committees you’re already on, but others are finishing a term and can move to a different committee.  As a Congregational church, we rely heavily on lay participation in church governance.  These difficult economic times have had an adverse effect on our financial picture and we need the energy and talents of all our members to see our way through this challenging period.  

Please, consider your abilities and interests and let the Nominations Committee know which boards or committees interest you.  There is a pamphlet at the back of the church which provides a brief description of the responsibilities of each board or committee to assist you.  So pick one up, determine how you can best serve, and tell us your thoughts.  If you don’t call us, we’ll call you in any case but our job will be easier and you are more apt be asked to serve on a committee which really appeals to you if you give this some thought now and tell us how want to contribute to the well being of our church. Feel free to speak with any member of the Nominations Committee.

Joan Beicke  762-1448
Jim Neel   271-3428

Bev Aisenbrey   271-6701
John Panagacos   762-2941   

Joan Austin   762-1556
Martha Yergeau   941-5608
Bonnie Rosborough   941-4368
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NEWS FROM

GARDEN HOUSE SCHOOL OF BRIARCLIFF

The Children have finished their “nutrition unit” where they learned about eating healthy food.  They sorted “play” food into the correct food groups and learned how much they need to eat from each group.  We, also, graphed our favorite foods.  Most of us like apples, broccoli and string beans the best (can you believe it?).  To conclude the lesson, each student created his or her own book of nutritious foods.   Eating right, exercising, sleeping and drinking water are the important parts of healthy living.  Just ask a 3 year old from Garden House School. Right now, we are scheduling personal tours for families interested in the 2010-2011 academic year.  For more information, please call Sandy at 914-941-0404.
CELEBRATIONS

If there is anything I have learned

about men and women,
    it is that there is 
a deeper spirit of altruism
    than is ever evident.
Just as the rivers we see
are minor compared to 
the underground streams,
    so too, the idealism
that is visible
    is minor compared
    to what people carry 
    in their hearts
unreleased or scarcely released.
                    Albert Schweitzer
 

Happy March birthdays to our friends:


    Margaret Leihbacher       March 15
    Frederick Butler              March 25
    Emile Munier                  March 25

WE APOLOGIZE THAT WE ARE UNABLE TO POST THE MARCH CALENDAR DUE TO A COMPUTER VIRUS. PLEASE GO TO THE WEBSITE CALENDAR TO VIEW MARCH EVENTS.
WANTED:  IDEAS


The Stewardship Committee needs your help.  As previously discussed, there has been a downward trend in the number of pledges and the total dollar amount of pledges for the past several years.  At the same time, operating costs for the church ministries and church buildings have not decreased. We are looking for ideas to increase revenues.  Hold a carnival?  Host a spaghetti dinner?  Charge for a cup of joe at Coffee Hour? While we cannot promise to implement every idea – we will consider them all.  Please submit your suggestions to Allison Stoffer   (773-1071 or apstoffer@aol.com)
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DON’T MISS IT:


DEBRIEFING NEW ORLEANS!


Sunday, 14  March; following worship,


in Beebe Hall


Learn about the impact of this initiative from both youth and adult participants!





Mark your calendars and plan to attend a meeting of the Congregation, to be called by the Trustees for March 21st , for the


purpose of considering the budget proposed for 2010.





Are you interested in giving Sunday altar flowers in memory/honor of a loved one, to acknowledge a special event or to the glory of God?


Contact Drea in the church office (941-4368) to reserve one of many open dates. You may take the flowers with you after the service on that Sunday or ask that they be given to someone else. The BCC Women’s Society will then send you a bill for $35.








PAGE  
8

