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THE OPEN DOOR 
The Briarcliff Congregational Church 
30 South State Road, PO Box 290 

Briarcliff Manor, New York 10510 

914-941-4368          www.briarcliffchurch.org 

 

 
 

“Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut.”  Revelation 3:8 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear Good BCC Folk, 
 

What a blessed year we’ve enjoyed!  From Gathering Sunday to the Annual Meeting, it’s been 

chock-a-block full of good fellowship, meaningful worship, enthusiastic outreach,  generous 

service to others, energetic Church School activities, careful stewardship , spiritual discipline, 

committee endeavor and good ole’ church life!  Astonishingly, I’m mindful this has been my 

sixth year of ministry with the parish; and it seems that each one becomes more satisfying than 

the last. I’m thankful for each and all. 
 

I’m also thankful that it’s now summer; and true to our habit, we are welcoming a season of 

relative quiet in the church.  Beginning in July, the office will be open Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Thursdays; nine to two. Drea will be taking a couple of weeks of vacation in the middle of 

July, and office coverage will be a little spottier when she’s away.  But the answering machine 

always will be on and I’m never far from it.  My home phone also has a machine, should 

messages need to be left there. 
 

I’ll also be taking some vacation time this season – in the second half of August.  Some terrific 

guest preacher/liturgists are lined up for that time, as follows: 
 

     August 15 th:  We’ll welcome the Rev’d. Mr. Travis Winkler, a recent graduate of Princeton 

Theological Seminary who is serving as the Associate Pastor at Broadway United Church of 

Christ, Manhattan; 
 

     August 22nd:  Mr. Derrick McQueen, a candidate for the Ph.D. in The New Testament and 

Liturgical Studies at Union Theological Seminary, Manhattan, will join us;  
continued 
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   August 29th:   Ms. Emily Brown, a new graduate of Union Theological Seminary who was recently 

awarded the David H. C. Reed Preaching Prize, will be our worship leader. 

     And, on August 1 st, when I’ll be in Maine briefly for my mother’s ninety-first birthday, the Rev’d 

Dr. Martha Jacobs will be our guest.  Martha, who’s often been called on to “spell” BCC clergy, says 

we are one of her “favorite congregations in which to preach.”  
 

Today’s is the only edition of The Open Door that’ll be published until late August.  So, watch your 

emails for occasional up-to-date news flashes.  Of course, being in church – either for worship or just 

to drop by for a “hello” – is the best way to stay current. If you drive by and wonder about all the 

activity in Beebe Hall – the Ossining Children’s Center will be there with fifty children plus, 

beginning 28 June. 
 

Have a safe and happy and restorative season.  Remember:  Even God was known to rest; 

so it’s probably a smart thing for us to do, as well! 

 

Fondly, 

 

 

Bonnie Rosborough, Pastor 

 

FROM THE MODERATOR 
 

Church Website 
 

The Communications Committee and other interested and knowledgeable persons are working on an 

update of the church website.  The web page will be more user friendly and able to display more 

information.  So, look for improvements in the near future. 
 

Keeping a website updated is an issue for this or any website.  BCC does not have the resources to 

employ a webmaster so we all have to work together to ensure that our website is current.  This is 

important; few things make an organization look worse than a website which is not maintained.  
 

We have developed the following process for posting data on the website.  Our Office Administrator, 

Drea Pecor, will continue to post the monthly church calendar and The Open Door.  She will post 

“upcoming events” when information about them (text only) is given to her by Boards/Committees 

or individuals.  Drea also will update the website when she sends out The Open Door at the end of the 

month and again on or about the 15th of each month.  So plan ahead.  Let her know well in advance 

about upcoming events.  Drea handles so much of our church business that we cannot expect her to 

drop everything and post items on the website on short notice.  This should not be difficult; most 

church events are planned weeks, if not months, in advance.  If you wish to update material about 

your Board/Committee or post pictures or video, contact a member of the Communications 

Committee and they can arrange to do it.  
 

This is not the final word on this topic.  Work is ongoing and protocols may change but please try to 

work within these parameters for the time being.  
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Fee Schedule for Use of Facilities 
 

At the Church Council meeting in May the Board of Trustees presented a new fee schedule for use of 

Church facilities.  This schedule applies to all uses of the site except those which are sponsored 

directly by the Church.  So, if you want to use the church or the Parish House for a personal event or 

one sponsored by an organization to which you belong, you must receive permission from the 

Trustees and pay a facilities fee. The Trustees are developing a packet of information to give anyone 

who inquires and it will be available in the church office.  Bear in mind, please, that permission is 

granted only by the Trustees; the Pastor or Church Administrator does not have authority to do so. 

 

The Annual Meeting 
 

If you missed the Annual Meeting on June 14, you missed both the opportunity to participate in the 

management of the church and the opportunity to eat strawberry shortcake.  Thanks to Bonnie, Anita 

Eddy, Barbara Gasparik, Shannan Myers and others for providing the desserts.  New officers and 

boards/committees were elected and reports “received.”  The revisions to the Constitution and By-

Laws proposed by the Ad Hoc Committee formed for that purpose were passed with one minor 

revision. 

 

So, the year ends and soon we will be scattering for various summer vacations and trips.  I hope that 

we all have some relaxing, restorative time and that we can reassemble in September refreshed and 

ready to continue our work on behalf of our church and our faith. 
 

Joan Austin, Moderator  
 
 

         
 

 

GARDEN HOUSE SCHOOL 
 

Garden House School of Briarcliff enjoyed its first annual picnic in Law Memorial Park.  The picnic 

was attended by TWENTY of the TWENTY-TWO students and their families.  Many of our new 

families live in Briarcliff Manor.  If you would like more information on Garden House School of 

Briarcliff, please visit www.gardenhouseschool.com or call 914-941-0404.  The office will be closed for 

the summer, but Miss Sandy will be checking messages. 

 

 

 

QUOTATION CORNER  
 

 

         ñI havenôt been everywhere, 
       but itôs on my list.ò  
 

Susan Sontag  

http://www.gardenhouseschool.com/
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FROM THE WOMEN’S SOCIETY 
 

~  We are happy to announce the date for next year’s Annual Rummage Sale  ~   April 9, 2011! 
 

~  We were pleased to send a check to the Trustees for $9,497.00,  representing 40% of the net profit 

from Rummage 2010. 

 

 

The next Midnight Run  is scheduled for Friday, August 6th. 

Contact Brian Braden at 941-2109 for more information. 
 
 

FROM THE MUSIC COMMITTEE 

BARBARA BREWSTER 
 

This summer, the Music Committee bids a very fond farewell to one of its most committed and 

hardworking members. I share you with the words of Joan Austin who attests to the numerous 

contributions Barbara has made to our music program here at BCC. When you see her, please be sure 

to thank Barbara for all her committee work these past 6 years. Her efforts have been exceptional! 
  

Barbara was elected to the Music Committee in June of 2004 and served two full terms.  This was the beginning 

of a very active period in the music program and Barbara was an active participant in every aspect of our work.   
 

In 2004-2005 she participated in the lengthy process of hiring a new Music Director which resulted in the 

employment of Fimi. 
 

The Music Committee, after consultation with appropriate persons, developed guidelines for use of the Heim 

Fund and the Heim concerts were revived after a lapse of some time. 
 

The next year we started the lengthy process of studying various hymnals and eventually the congregation 

voted to adopt the Chalice Hymnal to replace the old Pilgrim Hymnals. 
 

The Committee worked to develop a Policy and Procedures Book. 
 

In 2008 - 2009, Barbara and I undertook the mammoth task of inventorying and cataloguing the extensive 

music library which had been randomly stored in boxes and file cabinets in various areas.   
 

In 2009 - 2010, Barbara worked on an equally large job, that of sorting through one hundred plus years of 

church archives, which, again were randomly distributed in various locations.  This job, not yet finished should 

be completed this fall. Barbara's training as a librarian and archivist was invaluable in both the music library 

and the archive work. 
 

Throughout her service on the Music Committee, Barbara's keen intelligence, deep knowledge and love of music 

have been an asset to the Committee.  She believes that music is an important part of church life and always 

aspires to hold us to high standards in this area. 
 

Barbara is a great worker, from setting policy to baking cookies for Heim concert receptions; she has done it all 

and done it extraordinarily well.  The Music Committee will miss her. 
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                                   SUMMER READING 
 

A group of BCCers will be gathering for a few occasions in July to discuss Putting 

Away Childish Things, a novel by the contemporary theologian Marcus Borg in 

which issues of faith and modernity are explored. If you’d like to join us, order the 

book from Amazon.com and indicate the best times for you to meet on the sign-up 

sheet at the rear of the sanctuary. 

 

 

 

                
 

 

CORRECTION 
 

Last month, we reported that contribution statements would be mailed from the office just once a 

year instead of quarterly, as has been the practice. However, the BCC By-Laws dictate that statements 

be sent quarterly, and so you will continue to receive a statement of your contributions to BCC 

shortly following the end of each fiscal quarter.  

 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS  
 

Another turning point  

A fork stuck in the road.  

Time grabs you by the wrist  

directs you where to go.  

So make the best of this test  

and don't ask why.  

It's not a question  

But a lesson learned in time.  

 

It's something unpredictable  

But in the end is right.  

I hope you had the time  

of your life.  

                         Green Day  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Happy Summer  Birthday  

       to our friends:   
 

Marnie Martin   7/15  

Sparky Myers   7/19  

John Callihan   7/22  

Stuart Green   7/24  

Sylvia McFadden   8/5  

William  Olson  8/21  

 Henrietta Porter   8/29  

 Van Porter    8/29  


