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“Behold, [ have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut.” Revelation 3:8
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Dear Good People of Briarcliff Church,

May is a magnificent time — made even better, for my money, because the celebration
of Pentecost usually falls in it. Coming fifty days after Easter, Pentecost recalls an
ancient Jewish harvest festival and commemorates that inexplicable moment early in
the first century when God’s own Spirit fell among those in Jerusalem who believed
Jesus was Messiah. This brought all manner of folk, from every nation and tongue,
into a single community of faith. While I love Pentecost, I know many find its
account of “the rush of a violent wind...divided tongues as if of fire” and the
apostles” speech “in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability” off-putting and
maybe even a little embarrassing. Even so, the most rational and modern of us
sometimes will admit we wish our faith would catch fire and be similarly enthused.

Contemporary Old Testament scholar, Walter Brueggemann, has captured our
ambivalence about Pentecost in his poem, Blown by the Spirit...We Know Not Where:

We hear the story of the wind at Pentecost,
Holy wind that dismantles what was,
Holy wind that evokes what is to be,
Holy wind that overrides barriers and causes communication,
Holy wind that signals your rule even among us.

We are dazzled, but then — reverting to type —
we wonder how to harness the wind,
how to manage the wind by our technology,
how to turn the wind to our usefulness,
how to make ourselves managers of the wind.

Partly we do not believe such an odd tale
because we are not religious freaks;
Partly we resist such a story,
because it surges beyond our categories;
Partly we had imagined you to be more ordered
and reliable than that.
cont.
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So, we listen, depart, and return to our ordered
existence:
We depart with only a little curiosity
but not yielding;
we return to how it was before,
unconvinced but wistful, slightly praying for
wind,
craving for newness,
wishing to have it all available to us.

We pray toward the wind and wait,
Unconvinced but wistful.

I'm wisttul for the wind of the Spirit, and I'm
praying toward it this month more than usual: May
BCC be filled by the Spirit with God’s passion and
invigorated by the Spirit for God’s work.

Fondly,

The Rev’d Dr. Bonnie Rosborough, Pastor

FroM THE M ODERATOR

I sent the following paragraph in for the April Open
Door but due to a computer glitch it was not
included. I felt that it was important enough try
again!

On Sunday, March 21 we finally passed a budget for
2010 and now we can sit back and relax... or can we?
I don’t wish to be a skunk at the lawn party, but I
feel compelled to point out that we had major
problems with our budget in 2010. Yes, at the
eleventh hour people stepped up and increased their
pledges, and yes, the Trustees managed to cut 9%
from the budget proposed in the fall of 2009. But, the
fact is that without the decision to leave the YMCA
position vacant when Jim O’Hanlon left, we
wouldn’t have made it. Our 2009 budget was
tenuous as well. We don’t seem to have a viable
financial model that will carry us into the future. We
all have to work together to get our church back on a
sound financial footing. We need to increase
membership if possible, increase pledging, increase
income from other sources such as use of facilities,
re-examine our benevolence policy, and budget
realistically right from the start. That is our
challenge for the coming months so that we do not

tind ourselves in this precarious position for a third
year in a row. I hope that every Board/Committee
and every member will consider how they can
contribute to this very necessary effort. It's going to
be a primary focus for me in the coming months.

In the coming months, the Church Council will
consider two items which were discussed but not
resolved at the Budget Meeting. We will look at the
recent practice of having church members, rather
than a hired service, clear the paths around the
church (and they are extensive) when it snows. We
will also discuss the possibility of counting use of the
facilities by charitable organizations that pay little or
no rent as part of the ten percent of pledge income
which we allocate to benevolence.

A dedicated group of church members, Ted Buerger,
Mel Corbett, Seth Lewis, Jim Neel, Bonnie
Rosborough and me, have been working on the
revision of the Church Constitution and By-Laws
which is mandated in the current By-Laws. Our
intention is to have the changes voted on at the
Annual Meeting in June. While By-Laws are not
everyone’s cup of tea, they are important in that they
establish the procedures through which the church
governs itself. We want everyone to be familiar with
the changes which are being suggested. For that
reason, the proposed changes will be discussed at an
Informational Meeting after church on Sunday, May
16 and again at the Church Council meeting on
Monday, May 24. Please try to attend one of these
meetings so that you can cast an informed vote at the
Annual Meeting on June 14.

Joan Austin, Moderator

JoiN Us For LAITY SUNDAY

Our annual Laity Sunday service will be held this
year on Sunday, May 16%. Laity Sunday is a special
occasion in our Church year; the one week when the
Board of Deacons takes over the preparation and
leadership of our Sunday gathering (and Pastor
Bonnie gets a short break!). It is a time of true
Congregational worship.

Our theme this year is “Who Are We?” and we will
be considering what brings us together as a family in



Christ. It will be a traditional service in with familiar
hymns, thought-provoking readings, a time for
prayer and contemplation, and a message that will,
we hope, encourage you to think about what it
means to be a member of our Church.

We encourage everyone to come and be a part of this
BCC tradition.

The Board of Deacons

KITCHEN PROJECT UNDERWAY!

Renovations in the Parish House Kitchen will begin
with demolition on Monday, May 3! Then the
kitchen will be “off-limits” for four to six weeks
while Sunrise Builders, our contractors, will work to
transform our early nineteen fifties kitchen into a
new and improved one for the years (and renters!)
ahead. In order to expedite the contractors” work, all
kitchen cabinets, shelves, drawers, etc. need to be
emptied completely by May 2. Anything left is
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(The single exception is the refrigerator — it will be
accessible and functioning throughout.) Renovations
always try the most patient and challenge the most
resilient. So, please, during this time make an extra
effort to cooperate with those shepherding the
project and pray for the Women'’s Society’s Kitchen
Committee that’s overseeing it!

BENEVOLENCE COMMITTEE NEWS

Our next assigned date to participate in the Midnight
run is MAY 7--right around the corner! Please
consider joining us for this very important and
worthwhile church outreach possibility. It is a
wonderful opportunity to put our Mission Statement
into action and reach out to those in need. We meet
at the Presbyterian Church on Highland Avenue (Rte
9) in Ossining at 7:30 to help sort and pack clothes or
make bag lunches. Not everyone goes on the run into
the city, but for those that do, the cars are loaded
around 9:00 and leave at approximately 9:30. You
can come for both or either part of the evening. If
you have any questions about attending the
Midnight Run, please contact Brian Braden — (home)
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914-941-2109, (work) 212-444-4044, (cell) 201-745
6077.

The response to the “Cards for Gerritt” program in
February was enthusiastic and plans for another
congregation-wide show of support for Gerritt and
his troop are underway. We will keep you posted.
Kathleen Pedowitz

WOMEN’S SOCIETY NEWS

On Sunday, April 25", Penny Wolf came to the
pulpit to give the summary of our annual Rummage
Sale. She offered praise for the faith and friendship
that makes such a momentous undertaking possible;
she thanked us all for our patience, hard work and
spirit of a community in which everyone is valued;
and she attested that through Rummage we all learn
faith and reliance on each other and on God. She
also reported we grossed about $24,000! That’s a lot
t 40% of the net profits
stees to be ingluded in
annua budget funds. arlelshﬁHEu%:OKﬁcwen
Fund is slated to receive the hon s share of the
remainder. Penny is a great leader; she is our

treasure!

We have arranged our Saturday, May 15* 10:30 a.m.
field trip to Kykuit in Pocantico. Joan Austin, a
docent at Kykuit, has graciously volunteered to lead
us on the Classic Tour - perfect for first-time visitors.
The tour includes the main floor of the house
complete with its fine furnishings and art, the
subterranean art galleries, the Inner Garden and
West Terrace with spectacular views of the Hudson
and the outdoor sculpture collection, and finally, the
Coach Barn with its collection of antique carriages
and classic automobiles. If you wish to join the tour,
the cost per person is $23, seniors, $21. If our group
is ten or more, the cost is $21 per person for
everyone; we do need to guarantee our slot so your
early commitment and payment will be appreciated.
Please contact Janet Moulton (769-1102 or
moultoncj@aol.com). Let us meet in the Church
parking lot at 9:45 a.m. in order to car pool; or join us
at the Visitor's Center at Philipsburg Manor, Route 9,
Sleepy Hollow. The tour begins as we board the bus
there. The tour lasts 2-1/4 hours (there are



opportunities to rest but you may miss part of the
tour). After Kykuit, those of us who wish will have
luncheon at a local restaurant. Do come; bring a
friend. Men! Please do join us, that barn sounds very
interesting!

Keep the date of Thursday, June 10" open. Our
annual June luncheon will be at the home of Mary
Case Friedner. If you have not already done so,
please contact Carol Mickel (944-9160 or
mickelcj@aol.com) to help us coordinate the dishes
we bring. This is a great get-together. There will be
a short meeting, primarily to install the officers for
2010-11, but mainly it’s about good food,
conversation and comradery. The street parking at
Mary’s home, 28 Lakeview Avenue, Sleepy Hollow,
is limited so we are planning to meet at the Church
at 11:15 a.m. in order to carpool.

A New Project: Are you a knitter? Do you crochet?
Would you care to learn with a fairly easy project? If
not, would you consider sponsoring our crafters?
We are planning to send a special package to Gerrit
Dykstra’s platoon in Afghanistan, “Caps for
Soldiers”. We’ve heard soldiers are appreciative of
comfortable warm hand-crafted caps to wear under
their helmets. The army has strict requirements on
the yarn used in caps worn on duty, so we have
taken the initiative of purchasing sufficient correct
yarn to craft 40 caps. The yarn comes in hanks
sufficient for 2 caps; your cost would be $10 for each
hank of yarn. Please visit our table during coffee
hour to learn more.

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS REPORT

We have a wonderful cadre of talented people we
can call on for help taking care of our buildings.
Recently, JIM NEEL climbed our tallest ladder and
with Yasna’s help, cleaned the globes and replaced
all the lights in our antique grape chandelier. It was
quite a feat. Jim says he got used to working up high
when he was in the Coast Guard. He was rewarded
with a concert by Fimi, practicing her Vidor for
Easter!

Our cleanup day, April 17, did not dawn as the most
inviting of mornings for working outside - it was
chilly and drizzly and cloudy. But 24 stalwart

friends worked hard, helping us take care of our two
acres of property. KEITH AUSTIN, HELEN
BUERGER and ROSALIE MATSUOKA started on
Friday; pruning the holly, edging, mulching and
trimming. Keith loaned one of his cedar benches so
we could see how benches look in front of the Parish
House as was suggested at the Looking Forward
Retreat. We hope to interest people in donating
benches in honor or memory of a loved one. If you
are interested, contact me at 417-5639. JOAN
AUSTIN cleared out an old planting on the north
side of the Parish House. On Saturday morning BOB
BEICKE raked the beds around the Parish House.
BARRY BOSAK and STU BUSH removed the old
Japanese quince, huge roots and all. On the other
side of the street, MARNIE MARTIN pulled Norway
Maple seedlings in the Manse garden. DAVID
DYKSTRA, MARY ALENSTEIN and HELEN
BUERGER did the annual manse inspection, from
the attic to the basement. DAVID GASPARIK
repaired the big doors to the sanctuary entrance.
Four boys in middle school (Adam Bucheister, Jack
Butler, Ben Kelly, Jacob Wallace) raked the hill
behind the church and lugged bags full of debris
down to the street. David and JOHN MICKEL
finished the job. MIDGE BOSAK, VAL NELSON and
EMILIA MONTEFORTE weeded the flower beds
around the church and manse. JOHN BATCHELOR
did more cleanup around the manse.

We had one last cleaning in our Parish House
kitchen. JOAN BEICKE and PAT MARTIN did the
honors. BEV AISENBREY promised some hours
when she returns from her business trip. For now,
we ended up with over 40 full recycling bags and
roughly 65 man-and-lady-hours of work! That’s
impressive! One comment I heard relating to all our
hard work: it was ”time to go home and have an
ibuprofen/advil sandwich”! THANK YOU ALL!

Carol Mickel for the B & G Committee

CoME ONE, COME AlLL...
..1O THE FAMILY WALK

on SUNDAY MAY 23+, after church.
Our first CE Family Stroll through Rockwood Park
will be held on Sunday, May 23. Enjoy the company




of other BCC families, some with children and even
the dog! We plan to carpool from Beebe Hall parking
lot at 11:30, or you might want to run home, leash up
the pooch and meet us at the park at 12:00. The trails
are comfortable and the views are amazing. Stay as
long as you like. Bring a picnic lunch or a snack -
and don’t forget the camera. Come to church dressed
for outdoor strolling. Let us know if you are coming,
so carpooling can be set up in advance.

HeLpr Us CARE!

If you know someone who could use a helping

hand, a thoughttul card, a personal visit, or
someone who deserves special recognition for an
achievement, a milestone, or contribution to
church life, please let The Caring Committee
know. We want to be able to lighten the load of
life’s burdens, as well as to join in the celebrations.
Speak to one of us, drop a note in the church
office, leave a phone message, or take a moment
to fill out one of the blue cards in the pew.
The Caring Committee
Joan Beicke, Karen Neel, Barbara Brewster,
Drea Pecor, Helen Buerger, Lowen Bush,
Kim Ruffing, Janet Moulton

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!

Congratulations to Sarah Yergeau, graduating from
Union College and James Buerger, graduating from
Pomona College (California). Sarah is headed for an
internship in Africa while James is enrolling at the
University of Illinois at Urbana for graduate studies
in math.

FROM FIMI ~ HEIM CONCERT, MAY 15

You are cordially invited to attend a fabulous concert
at the Briarcliff Congregational Church on Saturday,
May 15" at 8 p.m. The concert features a group of
professional a capella singers, "Sing We Enchanted".
The singers will sing a set of songs from the
Renaissance about flowers and love written by
Billings, Dowland, Purcell, Monterverdi, Gabrielli
and a set of American songs by Gershwin, Kern, and
three living composers - Frost, Macdonald and Bassi.

The concert will also include selections by a
guitar/flute duo, "Basduo," playing works of
Piazzola, Bartok and others. Elyse Knobloch, the
flutist, has extensive experience performing with a
variety of ensembles including the Boston
Woodwind Trio, Storm King Woodwind Quintet,
Hudson Chamber Music Society, the Ariel Trio, Aves
Musicum, and Northern Westchester Flutes. She has
been heard as chamber musician and soloist at New
England Life Hall, SUNY at Purchase, Concordia
College, Boston Conservatory, Downtown Music at
Grace, and on WCRB, Boston radio. Peter Press
performs as guitarist with a wide array of
distinguished ensembles including the Chamber
Music Society of Lincoln Center, New York
Philharmonic, Mid-Atlantic Chamber Orchestra,
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, American
Symphony, Amor-Artis, and many others.
Performances have taken him to Harvard and
Columbia, the Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center,
Carnegie Hall and Caramoor. He has recorded for
Koch International, Bridge, DRG, RCA Victor and
Centauer Labels.

CELEBRATIONS

"Hope" is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul  ---
And sings the tune without the words

And never stops --- atall --

And sweetest --- inthe Gale --- isheard ---
And sore must be the storm
That could abash the little Bird

That kept so many warm

I've heard it in the chillest land
And on the strangest Sea  ---
Yet, never, in Extremity,
It asked a crumb --- of Me.
Emily Dickinson
Happy birthday greetings to our May friends;

Rolf Kip May 7
Eleise Nelson May 25
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1
Childcare available Farmers
during worship. Market
Sunday School 9am.—1p.m.
meets
simultaneously.
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
WORSHIP 10 a.m. Farmers
Heifer Fair, 11 a.m. Market
9am.—1pm.
Deacon’s Senior Choir Midnight Run
meeting, 7:30 rehearsal, 8 pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
WORSHIP 10 a.m. Farmers
No Confirm. Class ASCENSION DAY Market
Communications, 9 a.m.—1p.m.
11:15 Christian Ed Senior Choir W.S. Kykuit Tour,
MOTHERS DAY meeting, 7:30 rehearsal, 8 pm 10:30 a.m.
Heim Concert, 8 p.m.
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
WORSHIP 10 a.m. Farmers
LAITY SUNDAY Market
By-Laws Review: 9am.—1p.m.
Informational Trustees, 7:30 Senior Choir
meeting, 11,15 a.m. rehearsal, 8 pm
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
PENTECOST Farmers
WORSHIP 10 a.m. |Church Council Market
Confirmation Class, meeting, 8 p.m. 9am.—1p.m.
11:15 Senior Choir
CE Walk/Picnic at rehearsal, 8 pm
Rockwood Park, 11:30
a.m.
30 31
WORSHIP 10 a.m.
NO SUNDAY MEMORIAL DAY
SCHOOL
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