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“Behold, [ have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut.” Revelation 3:8
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Dear Good People of the Briarcliff Church,
Four good reasons to participate in the Annual Meeting, 14 June:

1) While there’s important business to be accomplished, the Annual Meeting
isn’t just about business. It’s also a time to congratulate one another and
thank God for the one hundred and fourteenth year of this parish’s ministry.
The Annual Reports received at this meeting remind us of what we’ve
accomplished in the past twelve months and they provide occasion for
savoring all the time, effort, love, faith, hope, commitment and other good
stuff we’ve all invested for the good of God’s children, the advance of God’s
realm and the glory of God’s name. If that’s not reason for a party, well....

2) Unlike most branches of Christendom, in the Free Church tradition (of
which our Congregational UCC parish is an example), a local community of
faith is responsible for ordering its own life. According to our style of
governance, every five years an ad hoc committee is appointed by the Church
Council to review how we legislate ourselves, “the Constitution and By-
laws...(and) also affirm that each section of the BCC Policies and Procedures
Book has been updated...” Joan Austin’s Moderator’s Report (p. 2) discusses
this more fully. While this might not be your “thing,” it is a wonderful
example of how we “free-church types” are different from other branches of
the church. As such, the BCC Constitution and By-Laws are, if not requisite
reading, then certainly worthy everyone’s attention.

3) Joan’'s article also touches on the importance of another reason
we’ll gather on the 13%: To elect lay leaders, those who are vitally
important as this parish fulfills our avowed mission, “to demonstrate
in worship, words and deeds our faith and commitment to Jesus Christ
by sharing each others” burdens and joys, by giving of ourselves and
resources, and by inviting others to join us as we seek to understand
and realize the promises of God.” It takes steadfast volunteer servant

0



leadership, a whole lot of it, to undertake this
mission year after year. We elect with
thanksgiving (!) those who lead our church by
serving its mission at the Annual Meeting;
even as we pledge ourselves to support and
assist them, sharing the burdens and joys of
this ministry.

4) Mostly, what I like about Annual Meeting
is its ritual. Ilike knowing that one hundred
and thirteen other congregations have met
before us to conduct the same sorts of
business, for the same purposes, in the same
faith, trusting in the providence of the same
God and the guidance of the same Spirit,
under the same banner and advancing toward
the same end as we do now in 2010. I like
being part of something so much bigger than
the worries or achievements of current
circumstances. I like standing on the
shoulders of those before me and providing a
platform for those who come after me. I like
knowing we’re Christ’s church and trusting
that for all our bumbling and wonderful
ways, Christ is working through us to redeem
and heal all creation. That’s a mighty
endeavor. Being part of it gives my life
meaning. And somehow being part of the
Annual Meeting signals that in a special,
worthy way. I hope you feel the same.

So, come. Come if you're a voting member —
it’s both your responsibility and your
privilege. Come if you're part of the
worshipping/working/active congregation but
not formally yet a member —it’s a good
window into the life of the corporation that’s
legally BCC. Come —in any event. Enjoy
being church and thanking God for the good
life we rejoice to share.

Cordially,

Bonnie Rosborough, Pastor
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The 114" Annual Meeting
of
The Briarcliff Congregational Church

Monday, 14 June 2010, 8:00 p.m.
Dessert and Conviviality, 7:30 p.m.
in
The Eastman Room

Child Care will be provided
if need is pre-registered:

Call the Church office by Friday, 6/11,
if you need someone to be with your
child/ren in the Stimson Room
during the meeting.

~
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MODERATOR’S REPORT

June is always a busy month and I think that
the Annual Meeting of the Church gets a little
lost in the excitement of Children’s Sunday and
other end of year events. But, it is important.

It is the time when we elect the committees and
boards which do so much of the work of the
church. The Nominations Committee has
worked hard to come up with a full slate of
candidates.

The Annual Meeting is particularly significant
this year because we will be voting on the
changes to the Church Constitution and By-
Laws proposed by the Ad Hoc Committee
which has been working on this project since
February. This group, consisting of Ted
Buerger, Mel Corbett, Seth Lewis, Jim Neel,
Pastor Bonnie, and I, have combed through the
existing Constitution and By-Laws with a view
to clearing up language where it is unclear,
adjusting the By-Laws to reflect current
practice, and making changes where it seems



advisable. Some of the suggested changes are
relatively minor, others less so. The
congregation has had a chance to discuss these
proposals at an informational meeting on May
16 and at the Church Council meeting on May
24. At the Annual Meeting, it is time for the
members of the Church to talk further if they
wish and then to vote yea or nay on the
proposed revisions. By-Laws, while often
rather dry reading, are important in a
Congregational Church. We rely on heavily on
lay leadership which changes frequently and
we have to have agreed upon processes to
assure fairness and continuity.

Play your part by planning to attend the 114%
Annual Meeting of The Briarcliff
Congregational Church on Monday, June 14%
at 8:00 p.m. in the Eastman Room.

Joan Austin, Moderator

LAITY SUNDAY:
A Joyous OCCASION

On Sunday, 16 May, the BCC Board of Deacons
led us in an experience of worship for which
the whole congregation was greatly thankful.
As the Board has spent a good bit of this year
learning about our identity as a parish of the
United Church of Christ, the liturgy on Laity
Sunday focused our attention on the question,
“Who are We?” Gae Savino and Mel Corbett
offered powerful statements in response to that
question. Gae, a relatively new member of the
congregation who is especially involved in
outreach and service to others, spoke about the
“faithful beating heart of the church” serving
others “not confined within these beautiful
four walls.” And Mel prompted us to think
about what distinguishes our mission from
that of a museum, social service agency or
fellowship group. It is not faith that makes a
church a church? Concluding his remarks with
a unison reading of the UCC Statement of

Faith, Mel urged us to “better understand our
faith...in order to fulfill our mission of
spreading the Gospel and serving all God’s
people.” Transcripts of both these excellent
messages are available in the back of the
sanctuary for any who’d like to review them.

CONFIRMATION TO BE
CELEBRATED, 6 JUNE

Under Pastor Rosborough’s guidance, seven of
our young people have been preparing to be
confirmed on Sunday, 6 June. At that time
Andrew Nichols, Amelia Clements, Jason
Hickey, Peter Yergeau, Maggie Cavanaugh,
Katie Rink and Emily Prentiss will affirm, as
young adults, the faith that was claimed for
them at baptism. In anticipation, the students
have met together regularly since January;
completed Affirming Faith: A Confirmand’s
[ournal, published by the United Church Press;
and prepared their personal statements of faith
(while consuming a lot of pizza, to boot!).
Congratulations are due all of these young
people as they complete this important stage of
their faith journey!

CHURCH SCHOOL
SUNDAY

& ALL CHURCH
PICNIC, 13 JUNE

Every year, on the final Sunday of the Church
School year, our children lead our corporate
worship. Each class assumes responsibility for
preparing a portion of the liturgy; and in the
tradition of “a little child will lead them,”
adults in the congregation are given to
celebrate our faith as it is experienced by the
youngest among us. Church School Sunday is
followed by an All Church Cook Out provided
by the Christian Education Committee at a



modest charge: $3 per person or $10 per
household! Your job, in anticipation of the 13%,
is 1) to hope for good weather, 2) remember
the children as they prepare to lead us in
worship in your prayers and 3) plan to be
present, JUNE 13", as youthful, often
spontaneous and always touching praise is
offered.

CHOIR
RECOGNITION
"N SUNDAY ~ JUNE 27

It has been such a wonderful year for choral
music at BCC. Every Sunday our choir has
filled the sanctuary with their beautiful voices.
Month after month, we have had the pleasure
of many outstanding soloists, as well.
Certainly, in a year of memorable
performances, the special seasonal program,
Christmas in Story & Song, will be long
remembered. The Music Committee will lead
the congregation as we all give thanks for the
choir (and its wonderful director, our Director
of Music, Fimi) on June 27. Plan to be present
to sing the choir’s praise!

HEIFER FAIR ~ A GREAT SUCCESS!

Can you believe BCC raised almost one
thousand dollars at our Church School
sponsored Heifer Fair? Amazing! That will
buy lots of chicks, pigs, cows, water buffalo
and/or honey bees for subsistence farmers in
impoverished areas served by Heifer
International! Thank-you: children for all your
crafts; Jan Aiello for enthusiastically leading
the way; teachers for your patience; and
patrons for your support. This annual event in
our parish is part of what makes ours an
excellent Church School program where
children learn that following Jesus and caring
for others go hand in hand. NB: Widow boxes

on order will be complete and ready for pick-
up by June 6.

EARLY SUMMER BOOK <>
CLUB ~ ANYONE 17
INTERESTED?

Marcus Borg, Professor Emeritus in the
Philosophy Department at Oregon State
University and author of many scholarly books
about Jesus, early Christianity and the core
beliefs of our faith, has just published a novel,
Putting Away Childish Things. In this work of
tiction, Borg explores some of the “hot” issues
in today’s church and provides a forum for
readers to engage questions of Biblical
authority, Christology and some faith claims
we all likely were taught in Sunday School.
While introducing weighty subjects, it’s a light
read —just the right thing for early summer!
Let Pastor Rosborough know if you’d be
interested in exploring Putting Away Childish
Things, both for the fun of reading a common
text and for the satisfaction of exploring the
faith issues it raises.

SUMMER COMMUNICATIONS

Generally, we publish one summer edition of
The Open Door, a combination of news for July
and August, compiled and distributed early in
July. Watch for it; and watch, as well, for other
electronic communications throughout the
summer season. Or, better yet, be sure to get
to church for summer Sunday worship
services. That way, you'll stay up to date on all
BCC happenings (and stay current on your
pledge, as well!). And don’t forget
www.briarcliffchurch.org.

Bcc OFFICE GOES PAPERLESS

vevee....well, really, we're just planning to use



http://www.briarcliffchurch.org/

less paper. For years, the office has mailed
contribution statements to BCC pledgers on a
quarterly basis — you should have received one
for the first quarter of 2010 in early April. But
you will not receive another until January of
2011 - it will reflect your total giving to the
church for the year 2010. But, don’t worry — if
at any time you wish to review the status of
your contributions to BCC, just call office at
914-941-4368 and Drea will be happy to put a
statement in the mail to you.

THE SECOND ANNUAL
BCC For THE CURE,
RELAY FOR LIFE EFFORT

Can you help BCC raise support for the
American Cancer Society Breast Cancer
Research? Last year a handful of us walked in
the Society’s Relay for Life at Pace University
and raised over $2000 for the cause! This year
we’ll join the event held on June 5% at the Anne
Dorner Middle School in Ossining by
participating in one or more of four ways: #1)
JOIN the team and walk. Register on line or
see Kathy Kelly to commit for a few laps
around the track! #2) DONATE to support our
team. This also can be done on line or by
seeing Kathy. #3) BUY a luminary in honor of a
cancer survivor, in memory of someone
deceased, or in support of a woman currently
fighting breast cancer. Again, see Kathy for
details. #4) CONSUME goodies at area
businesses donating sales proceeds to the
effort. Flyers about who, when and how are
available at the church or on the web-site.

GARDEN HOUSE SCHOOL

Our children are planting yams and corn,

recycling glass bottles as decorating vases for
their Moms and observing the
"metamorphosis” of a caterpillar into a
butterfly. The Garden House School is

growing by "leaps and bounds". The word is
out and our enrollment for September is now
FIFTEEN! This means that we will have two
classrooms filled with children in the Fall. For
information please call Sandy Rooney

at 914-941-0404 and visit
www.gardenhouseschool.com.

WOoMEN’s SocieTy NEWS

We were fourteen ladies and gents for our
Saturday, May 15t field trip to Kykuit led by
our very own Joan Austin. A beautiful
morning, we very much enjoyed the house
tour with its eclectic furnishings and artwork,
the gardens with their spectacular views and
the coach barn with its antique carriages and
classic autos. Joan gave us delightful insight
into the unique character of the Rockefeller
family. For example, Nelson was known for
his eye for collecting and juxtaposing modern
and ancient, Far East and contemporary
American. When invited to friends” home he
could not resist his compulsion to rearrange
their living room furniture. Thank you, Joan,
for this very special tour.

Please keep the date of Thursday, June 10%
open. Our annual June luncheon will be at the
home of Mary Case Friedner. If you have not
already done so, please contact Carol Mickel
(944-9160 or mickelcj@aol.com) to help us
coordinate the dishes we’ll bring. This is a
great get-together. There will be a short
meeting, primarily to install the officers for
2010-11, but mainly it’s about good food,
conversation and comradery. The street
parking at Mary’s home, 28 Lakeview Avenue,
Sleepy Hollow, is limited so we are planning to
meet at the Church at 11:15 a.m. in order to
carpool.

A New Project: Are you a knitter? Do you
crochet? Would you care to learn with a fairly
easy project? If not, would you consider
sponsoring our crafters? We are planning to
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send a special package to Gerrit Dykstra’s
platoon in Afghanistan, “Caps for Soldiers”.
We've heard soldiers are appreciative of
comfortable warm hand-crafted caps to wear
under their helmets. The army has strict
requirements on the yarn used in caps worn on
duty, so we have taken the initiative of
purchasing sufficient correct yarn to craft 40
caps. The yarn comes in hanks sufficient for 2
caps; your cost would be $10 for each

hank of yarn. Please visit our table during
coffee hour to learn more.

CELEBRATIONS

"You can't stay in your corner

of the Forest wait  ing for others

to cometoyou. Youha vetogoto
them sometimes."

Winnie the Pooh
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Y%  Happy Birthday to our friends;
Myrtle Nichols June 6
Louisa Myers June 15
William Sharman June 16
Elly Robinson June 17

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES !

Brian Myers ~ from the University of Maryland
with a Masters of Arts & Higher Education
Raymond Junkins ~ from Stevens Institute of
Technology with a BA in Computer Engineering
Sarah Yergeau ~_from Union College

James Buerger ~ from Pomona College

Carly Savino ~_from Briarcliff High, headed to
Loyola College

Denise Ozer ~ from Muhlenberg College

CONGRATULATIONS to John Alecci who
has received the Metro Theater Award for
“Best Supporting Actor” for his role in

Briarcliff High School’s Spring production of
“Grease”!

HISTORICAL SOCIETY SETS
“CHURCH TOUR TWO - PLUS ONE”
FOR JUNE 13

The Briarcliff Manor/ Scarborough Historical
Society has announced their second houses of
worship tour in a series that will eventually
visit all eight faith-based organizations in
Briarcliff and Scarborough.

Called “Church Tour Two - Plus One” because
it visits Congregation Sons of Israel in addition
to St. Mary’s Episcopal and Holy Innocents
Anglican Churches, it is scheduled for Sunday,
June 13,

Attendees will meet at Congregation Sons of
Israel at 1 pm, traveling in their own cars. The
tours will end with refreshments at Holy
Innocents about 3:00 pm. All tours will be
conducted by knowledgeable docents and will
be free of charge.

The first tour, in February, including
Scarborough Presbyterian, All Saints Episcopal
and Briarcliff Congregational Churches, was
well-attended and thoroughly enjoyed. A
future tour will visit Faith Lutheran Brethren
and St. Theresa’s Catholic Churches.

Reservations for June 13th are required to
allow for proper planning. They may be made
by calling BMSHS at 941-4393 Residents and
friends are invited to visit these places of
worship as a path to increased understanding
and appreciation of the diversity of faith and
tellowship available within the community.

The United Church of Christ  will observe
the fifty third anniversary of its founding on 25
June. Say a prayer of thanksgiving and invoke

God’s guidance for our uniquely American, still
so young denomination that day!
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