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“Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut.”  Revelation 3:8
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Dear Good People of Briarcliff Church,
Today was one of those absolutely gorgeous occasions of early spring:  The sun was high in the sky, the breeze was gentle, the air warm.  Crocuses and forsythia are in bloom, daffodils and tulips are getting ready to pop, robins are aboppin’ and new life is abustin’. And, if truth be told, I confess: Today was a day I did not want to go to Sing Sing Prison where I teach a class on most Wednesday afternoons.  In contrast to all the bright possibility and encouragement of spring on-the-outside, prison on-the-inside, regardless of the season, is forbidding, punitive and drab.  
[image: image4.wmf]The front gate banged shut; I showed my license, signed in, removed my jewelry and shoes, cleared the metal detector.  The officer on duty rifled through my bags looking for contraband.  She located my Volunteer ID and cleared me to proceed.  I started toward the remote Chapel, passed through a second set of locked gates and then a third, each time having to be cleared by an officer.  Next, it’s down a long path to the bus that takes me up the hill to what’s called the Chapel, through another set of bolted doors, down another corridor, through another set of locked bars, and finally I’m there – in a small, windowless, lower-level room with thirteen men, most of whom are serving twenty to life sentences for serious crimes.  And there, surprisingly enough, I encounter a hopefulness that’s ever more lasting that the giddiness of spring.  My students are turning their lives around.  They are using the experience of their incarceration as a context for their transformation; shifting from self-justification to genuine remorse and moving beyond their past – becoming constructive, responsible leaders in the prison population, all the time hoping they’ll live to see the day of their release. 
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It occurs to me that Sing Sing is like a tomb, not unlike Jesus’ tomb; and that it’s there, in the midst of so much which negates life, that surprisingly and by God’s grace, new life takes hold.  My students will readily acknowledge, “prison saved my life,” or “prison gave me my life back.”  While the death/resurrection parallel may not be exact, it’s enough to remind me of 

Easter’s Good News: The light of God’s love is given to shine in the most unlikely places and through the most daunting circumstances! And, in its brightness, redemption is discovered. I, for one, rejoice in this message, for its truth sustains and encourages me no matter the task or trouble at hand.
May the good news of Easter bless us all this season; and may it encourage us to go some places, undertake some initiatives, make friends with some people, dream some dreams and share some hopes we might not if 
not for resurrection faith:  God’s grace is such as to redeem what this life renders corrupt.

Wishing us a wondrous Eastertide,

The Rev’d Dr. Bonnie Rosborough, Pastor
ANNUAL HEIFER FAIR

SCHEDULED FOR MAY 2ND 
      BCC is a community involved, at many different levels, in outreach and service.  Our concern for others is expressed, in part, through the Sunday School’s support for the Heifer Project, a nonprofit dedicated to relieving global hunger and poverty by providing livestock and plants, as well as education in sustainable agriculture, to the financially disadvantaged. Pastor Rosborough recently asked Jan Aeillo, the impetus behind our Heifer Fair, to reflect on this important aspect of our shared life.  Jan’s thoughts follow:
I first learned about Heifer in 2000.  At the time I was teaching Sunday School and decided to sponsor a flock of chicks in honor of my class for Christmas. My co-teacher, Kathryn MacDonald, and I interested the children in Heifer, and through the spring our class (First and Second grade) made small crafts inspired by some of the parables.  We later sold them at a coffee hour and raised about $200, which in Heifer dollars bought a couple of goats for a hungry family to raise.  Goat milk and cheese, not to mention the kids, make the sort of difference our children can easily understand.  
In 2001, after 9/11, everyone wanted to be of service. Our students were committed to developing the Heifer Fair as a way of making the world a better place for everyone. The overwhelming support of the BCC family reinforced their energies:  We had a larger fair and raised about $600.  One family encouraged our efforts by offering a matching grant, doubling our donation dollar for dollar.  Wow!  That was a real statement from BCC to struggling families around the world.
Each year, since we began the Heifer Fair project, we’ve raised between $500 and $1,200.  While we usually ask that our wish list of animals large and small be sent to many different nations, the year the big earthquake struck China we earmarked our contribution for use there.

This year Heifer has a special program called Kids to Kids, bringing goats to children. Goat care can be managed by a youngster, and the skills learned can be applied to larger animals as well. We’ll be raising funds for it with a sale of crafts made by our church school students on Sunday, 2 May.
All of our classes have created items for the sale: glazed wind chimes; beaded ribbon bookmarks, key rings with glass and metal beads, mosaic planter boxes, personalized clay cups (to substitute for disposable cups used for coffee hour).  Everyone, from nursery through High School, has been involved.  The fifth graders even colored a big Heifer sign showing all the available animals that!  In addition to the fair on May 2nd, during coffee hours throughout the Spring, some of our crafts from past years will be available. Our support for Heifer, as so much of what happens in the church school, relies heavily on the extraordinary vision and help of Barbara Rink, John Panagacos, and Donna Mackintosh. Kudos to them!
Note: Jan Aiello became a witness to “the inextinguishable love of God” at BCC in 1987 during an acute personal and spiritual crisis.  She’s an artist who teaches at Hendrick Hudson High School.  Jan taught Sunday School at BCC with partners, Kathryn MacDonald and Kevin Junkins, for many years and has had the pleasure of watching her students grow from First grade to High School.  
NEWS FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Have you seen our handsome new church brochure?  Getting it “just right” took a lot longer than we expected, but the extra work has proven worth every minute!  A glossy, inviting, lively and colorful eight-panel piece, it’s just the sort of interpretative literature we’ve needed to introduce neighbors, colleagues, friends and others to BCC.  So, be sure to take a few copies from the table by the sanctuary entrance and use them as you introduce others to our enterprise, “BCC is a wonderful church.  Please come, worship with us sometime soon! This brochure will give you a sense for what we’re all about.”
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SATURDAY MORNINGS

AT THE MARKET     
In addition to wonderful, fresh food and those wonderful types who like it, the Community Market in Beebe Hall brings LIVE MUSIC on April 3rd.  Paul Mueller will be playing the hammered dulcimer, an instrument that originated 2,000 years ago in Persia, from 10:30 to 12:30.  Mueller is part of Mecca Bodega, an accomplished world music band that has performed at Lincoln Center, released seven CDs, scored several movies and even appeared on Garrison Keiller’s Prairie Home Companion.

Chef Emily Peterson, winner of Best Entrée in the Vegetarian Times Recipe Contest, will glean whatever inspires her from the market goods for a cooking demonstration on April 17th.  She’ll create a scrumptious dish from the fresh ingredients of the market for sampling and reproducing (from a recipe she’ll share).

(     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (
JIM O’HANLON TO BE INSTALLED
The Reverend Jim O’Hanlon will be installed as the Pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 761 King Street, in Rye Brook at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, 24 April.  The Reverend Norm White will preside and the Reverend Scott Paradise with be the preacher.  We at BCC send Jim all our very good wishes and prayers for a faithful and happy ministry with St. Paul’s.
(     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (
METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION,

NY CONFERENCE, UCC TO CONVENE
BCC is a member of the Metropolitan Association, a covenanted group of approximately seventy-seven UCC churches in the metropolitan New York area.  The Association will gather for its annual Spring Meeting, April 24th, at The Community Church of the Pelhams, at which time our Interim Conference Minister, the Rev. Dr. Rita Root, will preach.  While the 24th is also the date for our Rummage Sale, some might want to participate in this meeting and, if so, should speak to the pastor to pre-register.
CHURCH BEAUTIFICATION:  SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH, 9 to 12 
WE NEED YOU!  Yes, we really do need many hands to keep our church and the grounds beautiful and welcoming.  We will gather Saturday morning, April 17 - come for an hour or three.  We’ll be pruning, mulching, fertilizing, and cleaning garden beds; and there will be some inside work, too.  Everyone is welcome: kids, teens, parents, grandparents, singles - all come, as we work together and enjoy good fellowship.  We’ll have some breakfast goodies, and the Farmers’ Market will be there, too!  Bring your gloves and clippers if you have them.  Call Carol Mickel if you have questions: 944-9160. 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee

     FROM FIMI
The teens sang with gusto in March, and I have been rehearsing with the cherubs (K-1 class) to sing on Easter morning. This is a group that I have started singing with last year. I discover that there are quite a few enthusiastic singers in there, so I continue to sing with them from time to time during Sunday school this year. It’s been such a joy!

The Senior choir has been very busy preparing music for Lent, Holy week and Easter. During Lent, we have had a women’s trio: Kathy Browning, Shannan Myers, and Drea Pecor  singing a Renaissance piece by Arcadelt, and a quartet-- Kathy Browning, Karen Sharman, Alan Pike, and Mel Corbett singing contemporary music by Gordon Young. We also had an oboist, Heidi Wolfgang, who played a couple of solo pieces and collaborated with the choir. On Easter we have a choir anthem with the congregation and trumpet descant. My son Connor has been studying Chinese in Beijing, China this semester. So I have hired a professional trumpeter for our Easter services. The choir will also sing a second anthem, “The Angel Roll the stone Away,” an Africian American spiritual. 

It’s been a challenge this winter with the storms. We missed a couple of rehearsals. But our choir is just amazing! They were there regardless of the loss of power, and they were flexible when we had to change anthems and responses at the last minute. This is the most dedicated group that I have ever known. Many of the congregation have expressed appreciation, and I thank you for the recognition of our choir.

Hui-Mei Lin, your music director 
WOMEN’S SOCIETY NEWS SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Our annual Rummage Sale is just around the corner, Saturday, April 24th.  Our upcoming business meeting (Thursday, April 8th 9:30 am in the Eastman Room) will finalize details of this all important fund raiser.  We’ll also talk about spring events.  
Here are the pertinent dates of the Rummage Sale with notes...
Team Rummage, the Reality Series, Season VI 
Sunday, April 18:  MOVING SUNDAY 

Donations accepted 11:00-3:00. 

*No donations, please, before this date! 

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., April 19-23:  SORTING 9:00am-4:00pm. 

Tuesday, April 20: SORTING & PIZZA NIGHT 9:00am-9:00pm 

Thursday, April 22: SPECIAL WORKERS' LUNCHEON 

*Last Day for Rummage donations, please!  Bring in by 3pm.

Friday, April 23: Bring bake sale items. Finish Rummage Sale preparations.

Saturday, April 24: RUMMAGE SALE DAY & BAKE SALE 

Things to remember: 
Thursday is the last day you may bring rummage to our sale.

We need brown grocery bags, plastic bags, shopping bags, and newspapers for wrapping rummage.  Please save these now, and bring to Beebe Hall during the work week. 

We are unable to accept computers, printers, monitors, or other outmoded electronics, so please do not plan on bringing these to the rummage sale. 
Baked Goods may be dropped off all day Friday in the kitchen in Beebe Hall or Saturday A.M. in the bake sale room downstairs.

We may have difficulty this year disposing of Rummage which is not sold at our sale. Goodwill no longer sends a truck to pick up what is left.  PLEASE do not bring anything to our sale that you would not consider buying yourself.  Our sale will be better in every way if you will examine items you are considering for donation and bring us only those which are in good condition and saleable.

Joan Austin has penned the following passage: 

We very much appreciate the vast assortment of books which people donate to the Rummage Sale. However, every year people bring in items to the book room which do not sell:
Old textbooks 

Out of date encyclopedias or manuals 

Reader's Digest condensed books 

Magazines, including National Geographic 

Books with writing or underlining in them 

Books which are in poor condition - torn, mildewed, etc. 

It's always hard to discard a book. But it is easier for you to do it than it is for us. So, please, brace yourself. Sneak out in the middle of the night if you must and put the items listed above on your neighbor's curb. Don't bring them to the Rummage Sale! 
CALLING ALL GRADUATES!
Are you or a family member graduating from high school, college or graduate school this spring?  Won’t you share your good news with us?  Please let the church office know by phone (941-4368) or email (church-office@briarcliffchurch.org) where you are graduating from and where you are going next (if college or grad school).  We would love to celebrate your hard work and success.

The Caring Committee

Joan Beicke, Karen, Neel, Barbara Brewster,

Drea Rossi Pecor, Helen Buerger,

Janet Moulton, Lowen Bush, Kim Ruffing

(     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (
KITCHEN RENOVATION UPDATE
Contracts signed, deposits paid, construction scheduled for early May, lasting approximately 6 weeks! After 4 years in the making, the parish house kitchen will receive a much needed facelift shortly after the Rummage sale (April 24th).  The "code required" fire suppression system has bumped up the budget a bit, to roughly $68,000. We have $60,000 in hand and hope for another $6,000 from rummage. Profuse thanks to everyone who has contributed to this project through the years; we look forward to a kitchen that will benefit the entire congregation.


Donnie Alecci, Mary Alenstein, Helen Buerger, Carol Mickel, Henrietta Porter
(     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (     (
GET IT ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW:
ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 14TH




CELEBRATIONS

What struck me most was the silence. It was a great silence, unlike any I have encountered on Earth, so vast and deep that I began to hear my own body, my heart beating, my blood vessels pulsing, even the rustling of my muscles moving over each other seemed audible. There were more stars in the sky than I had expected. The sky was deep black, yet at the same time bright with sunlight. The Earth was small, light blue, and so touchingly alone, our home that must be defended like a holy relic. The Earth was absolutely round. I believe I never knew what the word "round" meant until I saw Earth from space.
                                Aleksei Leonov

 Happy birthday to our friend
Barbara Bates on April 8th.
	BRIARCLIFF CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

APRIL 2010

tel 914-941-4368     fax 914-941-1513     email church-office@briarcliffchurch.org
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Worship for

Maundy Thursday

7:30 p.m.
	  2

GOOD

FRIDAY
	  3

Farmers

Market

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

	  4

EASTER

SUNDAY

Worship at

9:30 

and

11:00 a.m.


	  5
	  6
	  7

Deacons’

meeting

7:30 p.m.
	  8  

Women’s

Society

9:30 a.m.

Senior Choir

rehearsal

8 p.m.
	  9
	  10

Farmers

Market

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

	  11

WORSHIP

10 a.m.

Communications

11:15 a.m.

Confirmation Class

11:15 a.m.
	  12
	  13

Christian Ed

7:30 a.m.
	  14

Stewardship

7:30 p.m.
	  15

Senior Choir

rehearsal

8 p.m.
	  16
	  17

Farmers

Market

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

	  18

WORSHIP

10 a.m.

Rummage

Moving

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.


	  19

RUMMAGE

SORTING

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Open Door

deadline
	  20

RUMMAGE

SORTING

9 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Pizza Supper

7 p.m.
	  21

RUMMAGE

SORTING

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
	  22

RUMMAGE

SORTING

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Worker’s luncheon, noon

Senior Choir

rehearsal

8 p.m.
	  23

RUMMAGE

SORTING

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
	  24

RUMMAGE

SALE

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Cleanup

3:30 – 6 p.m.



	  25

WORSHIP

10 a.m.

Confirmation Class

11:15 a.m.

	  26
	  27
	  28
	  29

Senior Choir

rehearsal

8 p.m.
	  30
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SAVE THESE DATES:





APRIL





1      Maundy Thu worship


4      Easter Sunday worship


8      Women’s Society


18    Rummage Moving 


19-23   Rummage Sorting


24    Rummage Sale





MAY





2      Heifer Fair


15    Heim Concert


16    Laity Sunday


24    Church Council








CONTACT US AT:


pastor@briarcliffchurch.org


church-office@briarcliffchurch.org











Our One Great Hour of Sharing officering collected $579 for relief work around the world.








The Trustees have recommended to Church Council that the 2010 Easter Offering collection be split between the church’s Benevolence program and it’s General Operating Fund.











Are you interested in giving Sunday altar flowers in memory/honor of a loved one, to acknowledge a special event or to


the glory of God?


Contact Drea in the church office (941-4368) to reserve one of many open dates. You may take the flowers with you after the service on that Sunday or ask that they be given to someone else. The BCC Women’s Society will then send you a bill for $35.











